
 

 
 

May 2019 Squeal Award: the Pentagon 
 

The following are a few examples of the types of Pentagon projects that could use more 
taxpayer scrutiny: 
 

(1) Puppy Personalities 
 
 Dogs wag their tails, lick, and bark to express their excitement when greeting humans or 
other dogs.  Wolves, the wild canine relatives of dogs, are not as affectionate. 
 

So why are dogs so doggone friendly?1  
 
To find an answer, researchers fetched financial support from a $209,000 Office of 

Naval Research grant as well as additional funding from the National Institutes of Health and 
National Science Foundation.2 

 
¢ƘŜ άǎƻŎƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƻŦ 18 domesticated dogs of various breedsτincluding boxers, golden 

retrievers, Jack Russell terriers, miniature poodles, pugs, and miniature schnauzersτand 10 
captive gray wolves was rated by measuring the amount of 
percentage of time each animal spent seeking attention from a 
human versus trying to open a box containing a piece of sausage.3 
 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ άǘƘŜ key difference we observed was 
that adult dogs were more likely to engage in prolonged or 
exaggerated contact with humans than adult wolvesΦέ4 
 

The social scores were then paired with the results of DNA 
testing, which identified differences in three genes that could be the 
reason dogs are so much friendlier.5  
 

ά5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ human-socialized wolves to 
use as subjects, the authors said they would like to study larger 
ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ6 

 
Americans would probably prefer that 

Washington stop throwing their tax dollars to the 
wolves. 

Doggy DNA may be the reason dogs are so doggone 
friendly, according to a study that fetched support from 

three government agencies including the DoD. 
 


